

NORTH WALES REGIONAL ATHLETICS COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 20th AUGUST 2021
AT EIRIAS PARK L.C. AND BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
Present: P. Brooks (P.B.), K. Hatton (K.H.), J. Hatton (J.H.), E. Brewer (E.B.), B. Edwards (B.E.), D. Davies (D.D.), C. Backshall (C.B.), D. Peters (D.P.) and E. Geal (E.G.).
Apologies for Absence: P. Povey, L. Davitt and A. Lewis.
1.0 Minutes of the last meeting and Matters Arising: (previous minutes in italics): Accepted as a true record. Nothing further.
2.0 Chair’s address: K.H. reported on (a) the Nick Beer 10km had hosted an Inter County match (b) the Regional trail championships at the Fairy Freckled Cow race (c) the track and field relays at Treborth had been cancelled due to a lack of entries, but the Endurance Eliminator event will go ahead (d) the Menai track and field Open event will take place on 12/9 (e) our new website is now available on-line and K.H. will jointly administer the sale of Regional vests on the site; she will also arrange for the NWCCL dates to be added (f) the Hall of Fame presentations will be held on 8/10 (g) our annual medal allocation has been received in full (h) the cost of guide running courses will be included in our annual budget application; 2 pilot courses are to be held this year, then will be rolled out nationally by Sport Wales (i) the Region has one place available on the C.A.U. A.G.M. video meeting; P.B. to email Clubs for interested parties (j) Neil Hockley (Eryri) has won the Regional Volunteer Award (k) Wrexham A.C. have a new design in their Club colours, which conform to existing registered colours (l) he confirmed that the £1k received from Welsh Athletics (W.A.) this year was for the financial year 2020/2021.
3.0 Treasurer’s Report: D.D. gave details of the current balances and answered questions on the items listed. The only income was from the sale of vests, while transport costs were again the major item. It was agreed to pay the cost of travel for the four YDL matches. K.H. will email each discipline for estimates of their budget requirements for 2021/2022. E.B. does not yet know if schools’ indoor events will happen in this financial year.
4.0 North Wales Hall of Fame: P.B. had written all 8 nominees, 2 have yet to reply. Of the 6 respondents, all but one plan to attend the presentation which will now take place on 8/10. He had received the trophies and D.D. had settled the bill from Charisma Trophies. He hopes to get local media coverage of the event. K.H. had booked the room at Eirias Park L.C.
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5.0 Regional reports:
Track and Field: C.B. had attended a meeting at which it had been decided to hold the Inter Region championships with a much-reduced programme in terms of events and the omission of some younger age-groups. In view of this, it was noted that North Region will not be attending the event. P.B. stated that several of the North’s throwers at the recent National championships for seniors, had complained that combining men and women competitors into one event had meant waits of up to 15-20 minutes for each of their throws. C.B. responded that this was because of late changes to the programme.
5.2 Trail and Mountain/Fell: no report.
5.3 Cross Country: No report. K.H. stated that the senior League will start on 2/10, with the Regional championships to be held on 8/1/22.
5.4 Road Running: P.B. (a) presented a written report covering: (a) 2 Regional championships in September: half marathon at Wrexham on 5/9 and Conwy marathon on 26/9 (b) at the Inter County match in Llandudno, against Cheshire, Staffs and Shrops, our men’s team had won their event, with our women coming second. Cheshire County could not host their match at Birchwood but hoped to host at another race later this year. Currently, the next I.C. match will be at the Meerbrook 15km on 20/11 (c) after discussion, it was agreed to ask the organiser of the Flintshire 10km on 17/10 to host the Regional championships
 for this year (d) J.H. had not been able to gain enough sponsorship to enable the road relays to take place this year; the event would need at least £2,500 to cover all costs. The meeting discussed increasing the entry fees for teams but decided to explore the possibility of holding the event on 23/4/2022 and this will be added to the agenda for the next meeting (d) road records: the meeting was against publishing the records in printed form, but P.B. will provide an updated listing as at the 31/12/21 in early January next year; this will be added to our website. 
5.5 Development Officers:  
(1) B.E. presented a written report covering: (a) work at Treborth has been completed and regular sessions have resumed (b) competitions (c) starting block camps are to be hosted by Anglesey and Gwynedd Councils on 23/8 and 24/8, with 40 participants booked; 6 camps at Treborth and Llangefni have been delivered with 150 participants engaged in running and jumping (d) he has visited sessions at Eryri and Menai and plans to visit Cybi, Hebog and Academi Coed y Brenin in the coming weeks (e) Park runs to resume in September (f) coach education courses and others are available (g) a list of grants available in the Region.
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5.5 (ctd.) (2) E.B. presented a written report covering (a) social running groups (b) she has visited 6 Clubs with plans for further trips to other Clubs (c) plans for 0-5km courses (d) a list of her key priorities (e) details of courses for officials and coaches. 

P.B. has circulated both reports.

6.0 Officials Secretaries: 
6.1 Endurance: P.B. had attended a meeting on 9th August by video-link. (a) the welcome pack for new officials will be on the W.A. website later this month (b) risk assessment courses will be on-line this month (c) Steve Livett and Roger Snaith have confirmed that they will continue as officials (b) a course for officials in trail running will be on-line in October (c) a Health and Safety course is in preparation for race directors (d) the Cardiff Bay 10km on 26/9 is confirmed as the Welsh championship event. The next meeting will be on Monday 11/10 at 5.30 p.m.
6.2 Track and field: E.G. reported that: (a) he has plans to recruit 4 new officials at each of our track and field Clubs (b) he opened a debate on a Regional push to recruit more volunteers into our sport and it was agreed that this should be a priority.

7.0 General Council: K.H. and J.H. had attended the last meeting and had raised the problems encountered by members of Gog Triathlon Club at the Regional trail championships: several athletes had paid their annual W.A. registration fees before the due date of 1st April but had shown on the Trinity system as not having paid for the year 2021/2022. W.A. have agreed to investigate reviewing and upgrading the system.
8.0: A.O.B.: (a) J.H. again reminded the meeting that K.H. had only agreed to act as Chair to help us through the pandemic. He urged Clubs to seek a candidate for vacant post. K.H. will stay on as vice chair. P.B. will again email all Clubs on this point, stressing the need for a volunteer to fill the role of Chair.
9.0: Date and Venue of the next meeting: The next meeting is on Friday the 8th of October at Eirias Park L.C. and will commence at 6.30 p.m. for the presentation of the Hall of Fame awards.
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